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The West is suddenly suffused with
self-doubt . . . The rise of authoritarian
capitalism has been a blow to
assumptions, made popular by Francis
Fukuyama, that liberal democracy has
proved to be the most reliable and
lasting political system.
– Steven Erlanger, New York Times, September 2015
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THE END OF HISTORY

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history.
Never before has our nation enjoyed so much
prosperity and social progress with so little internal
crisis and so few external threats. -- Bill Clinton, 2000
The great struggles of the twentieth century between
liberty and totalitarianism ended with a decisive victory
for the forces of freedom -- and a single sustainable
model for national success: freedom, democracy, and
free enterprise. -- George W. Bush, September 2002
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THE AGE OF CONSENSUS

The old sweeping issues very largely have
disappeared. The central domestic issues
of our time . . . relate not to basic clashes
of philosophy or ideology but to ways and
means of reaching common goals . . .
What is at stake in our economic
decisions today is not some grand warfare
of rival ideologies which will sweep the
country with passion but the practical
management of a modern economy. -John F. Kennedy, 1962
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THE AGE OF NORMALCY
No Congress of the United States ever assembled . . . has
met with a more pleasing prospect than that which appears
at the present time. In the domestic field there is tranquility
and contentment, harmonious relations between
management and wage earner, freedom from industrial strife,
and the highest record of years of prosperity. In the foreign
field there is peace [and] the good will which comes from
mutual understanding,. -- Calvin Coolidge, 1928

Walter Weyl, 1914
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MOMENTS OF STRATEGIC SHIFT
• Changed circumstances
• The toppling of an old paradigm
• Political and social "unfreezing"
• Political entrepreneurship:
• Framing, experimentation, false starts

• Consolidation of a new paradigm
• Dismantling and construction of institutions

WHERE ARE WE NOW?

• Changed circumstances
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frustration with inequality
Economic destabilization and insecurity
Reaction against technocratism
Resurgence of sectionalism
Revival of great power rivalries
Technological changes

• The collapse of a governing strategy
• Ideational and institutional deconsolidation
• Search for a new strategy and supporting coalition
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• A series of unfortunate events:
• Aftershocks of financial crisis
• Disruptive effects of cable news,
social media
• Advent of reality television (and the
making of Trump)

W H AT A B O U T
DONALD?

• Persistence of the Clinton machine
• Comey's "October surprise" on the
email investigation
• Russian meddling in the election
• Clinton's hubris and failure to
campaign in key states

RED AND BLUE AMERIC A

• Unusual features of the Electoral
College
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