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THE END OF HISTORY

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history.
Never before has our nation enjoyed so much
prosperity and social progress with so little internal
crisis and so few external threats. -- Bill Clinton, 2000
The great struggles of the twentieth century between
liberty and totalitarianism ended with a decisive victory
for the forces of freedom -- and a single sustainable
model for national success: freedom, democracy, and
free enterprise. -- George W. Bush, September 2002
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THE AGE OF CONSENSUS
The old sweeping issues very largely have
disappeared. The central domestic issues
of our time . . . relate not to basic clashes
of philosophy or ideology but to ways and
means of reaching common goals . . .
What is at stake in our economic
decisions today is not some grand warfare
of rival ideologies which will sweep the
country with passion but the practical
management of a modern economy. -John F. Kennedy, 1962

THE AGE OF NORMALCY
No Congress of the United States ever assembled . . . has
met with a more pleasing prospect than that which appears
at the present time. In the domestic field there is tranquility
and contentment, harmonious relations between
management and wage earner, freedom from industrial strife,
and the highest record of years of prosperity. In the foreign
field there is peace, the good will which comes from mutual
understanding, and the knowledge that the problems which a
short time ago appeared so ominous are yielding to the
touch of manifest friendship. -- Calvin Coolidge, 1928
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STRATEGIES FOR GOVERNING
• Leaders juggle goals: security, internal order,
prosperity, justice
• They formulate strategies that identify priorities,
tactics -- and execute strategies by building
institutions
• But conditions and perceptions are unstable
• So strategies are fragile and ephemeral
• The state must be "rediscovered [and] re-made"
(John Dewey)
• Adaptation is slow, painful, risky – and unavoidable

WHERE ARE WE NOW?

• The collapse of a strategy
• Ideational and institutional deconsolidation
• Search for a new strategy and a new
supporting coalition
• Complicated by a bout of bad fortune
• Need for patience, open-mindedness,
debate, experimentation
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PERESTROIKA

THE LONG VIEW

• The long peace
• Internal order and respect for law
• Controlled economic growth
• Longevity and health
• Education
• Protection against arbitrary
governmental action and
discrimination
• Enfranchisement
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