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“This contrarian work is a welcome corrective to the doom and gloom 
commentary that is so common today. Not only that, it’s a good read as 
well. It will get an intensive workout in college seminars.”
Morris P. Fiorina, Stanford University

“Governing, particularly in democracies, is difficult and often frustrating work. In this vital new book, 
Alasdair Roberts makes a convincing case that Western governments have been largely effective at 
addressing the challenges they face.”
Stephen K. Medvic, Franklin & Marshall College

About the Book
Across the Western world, people are angry about the inability of government to perform basic 
functions competently. With widespread evidence of policy failures at home and ill-conceived wars 
and interventions abroad, it is hardly surprising that politicians are distrusted and government is 
derided as a sprawling, wasteful mess. But what exactly is government supposed to do, and is the 
track record of Western governments really so awful?

In this compelling book, leading scholar of public policy and management, Alasdair Roberts, explores 
what government does well and what it does badly. Political leaders, he explains, have always been 
obliged to wrestle with shifting circumstances and contending priorities, making the job of governing 
extraordinarily difficult. The performance of western democracies in recent decades is, admittedly, 
far from perfect but - as Roberts ably shows - it is also much better than you might think.

PUBLICATION DETAILS:  
March 2018, 144 pages 
Paperback, 9-7815-0-9521-517, $12.95 20% discount $10.36 
Hardback, 9-7815-0-9521-500, $45.00 20% discount  $36.00

*Go to politybooks.com and use promo code P2018



ORDER FORM – 20% DISCOUNT
Promo code P2018 – Discount valid until 30th June 2018

Delivery information (PLEASE PRINT)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ Department ______________________________________________________________________________________

Institution ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ City ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

State _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ Country _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Zip Code ______________________________________________________________________________________________ Tel __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Purchases
I would like to pre-order a copy / copies as follows:

______ copies of Can Government Do Anything Right? (978-1-5095-2151-7 pbk) @ $12.95 20% discount price $10.36 
______ copies of Can Government Do Anything Right? (978-1-5095-2150-0 hbk) @ $45.00 20% discount price $36.00

Please charge my MasterCard / Visa / American Express (circle as appropriate)

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Expiration Date _____________ /_____________ / _____________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit card customers please provide the billing address for the card:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examination copies
c Please send me a free exam copy of Can Government Do Anything Right? (ISBN 978-1-5095-2151-7 in paperback).   
I teach a relevant course with at least twelve students.

Please return this form to:

Customer Care Center, John Wiley & Sons, 
10475 Crosspoint Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46256
Tel 877-762-2974 Fax 800-597-3299

Or order online at www.politybooks.com


